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German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin 
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Thursday, November 13, 2008

Arrival

¹ 5:00 pm Registration, Coffee and Tea, Exhibition

PLENUM

¹ 7:00 pm Opening Plenary Session and Greetings Welcoming Remarks
• Prof. Dr Rainer Lindner, Chairman of the Minsk Forum, Berlin
• Dr Gebhardt Weiss, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 

in the Republic of Belarus

Words of welcome from the Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr Frank-Walter Steinmeier

Keynote speech with the following discussion
• Vladimir Makey, Head of Presidential Administration 

of the Repulic of Belarus, Minsk

¹ 8:00 pm 
Buffet Reception, Restaurant “Westfalia“
At the invitation of the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 
in the Republic of Belarus, Dr Gebhardt Weiss Th
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Thursday, November 13 2008, 7:00 pm

Keynote speech

Wladimir Makej
Head of Presidential Administration of the Repulic of Belarus, Minsk

8:00 pm 

Buffet Reception, Restaurant „Westfalia“
At the invitation of the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany 

in the Republic of Belarus, Dr Gebhardt Weiss

Friday, November 14 2008, 6:00 pm

Reception at the invitation of the OSCE

Keynotes: 

H.E. Ambassador Hans-Jochen Schmidt
Head of the OSCE Office in Minsk

H.E. Ambassador Marja-Liisa Kiljunen
Ambassador of the Republic of Finland, Vilnius/Minsk
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Friday, November 14, 2008

PANEL I
Foreign Policy: Belarus, Germany and European Security
Venue: IBB „Johannes Rau“, pr. Gazety Pravda 11, Minsk

¹ 9:00–9:30 am Registration

¹ 9:30–11:00 am
1.1. Europe after the Caucasus Conflict. Borders of Regional Security
Chair: Dr Heike Doerrenbaecher, Friedrich Naumann Foundation, Kiev
• Deividas Matulionis, State Secretary of the Ministery of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Lithuania, Vilnius
• Ivan Grinevich, Consultant of the Administration for International Security 

and Arms Control, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk
• Marieluise Beck, Member of the Bundestag, Buendnis 90/Die Gruenen, Berlin
• Dr Hans-Dieter Lucas, Ambassador, Commissioner for Eastern Europe, 

Caucasus and Central Asia, Federal Foreign Office, Berlin
• Dr Vitali Silitski, Belarusian Institute for Strategic Studies (BISS), Vilnius
• Dr Dmitri Suslov, Higher School of Economics (HSE), Moscow
• Dr Sabine Fischer, EU Institute for Security Studies, Paris

¹ 11:00–11:30 Coffee and Tea

¹ 11:30–1:00 pm
1.2. „Eastern Partnership“: The Polish-Swedish Proposal Concerning
Neighbourhood Policy
Chair: Stephan Malerius, Konrad Adenauer Foundation, Vilnius
• Andrei Bushilo, Head of Department of European Integration of 

the Administration for Alleuropean Cooperation at the Main Administration 
for Europe, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk

• Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk
• Johann Frisell, Director of Eastern Europe Department, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, Stockholm
• Yaroslav Bratkievicz, Director of Eastern Europe Department, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland, Warsaw 
• Justas Paleckis, MEP, Brussels
• Johannes Jung, Member of the Bundestag, SPD Fraction, Berlin
• Ales Lahvinez, faculty member, European Humanities University (EHU), Vilnius,

Belarusskiy Kollegium, Minsk

Panel I



¹ 1:00–2:00 pm Lunch

¹ 2:00–4:00 pm
1.3. Regional Cooperation: Belarus between the EU and Russia
Chair: Dr Stephan Chrobot, Director, Regional Office of the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation in Ukraine and Belarus, Kiev
• Andrei Yeroshkin, Deputy Head of the Administration for Foreign 

Policy Analysis, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk 
• Jean-Eric Holzapfel, Chargé d'Affaires a.i., Representation 

of the EU Commission in Belarus, Minsk
• Uvis Blums, Head of 1st Department for Bilateral Relations, 

Ministry of the Republic of Latvia, Riga
• Marijus Gudynas, Head of Belarus division of Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia department of the Lithuanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vilnius
• Volodymyr Horbach, Institute for Euro Atlantic Cooperation, Kiev
• Dr Timofei V. Bordachev, Director, Center for Comprehensive European 

and International Studies, Higher School of Economics (HSE), Moscow
• Andrei Sannikov, Chairman of Charta ’97, Minsk

¹ 5:00 pm Coffee and Tea in the IBB (further programme see below)

PANEL II
Economy: Economic Policy, Investments, Energy Partnership
Venue: State University of Economics (BGEU), Partizanskiy Prospekt 26,
Minsk, Auditorium 339, Building No. 1

¹ 9:00–9:30 am Registration

¹ 9:30–11:00 am
2.1. Belarus: Need for Modernisation and Implications of the Financial Crisis
Round Table 
Chair: Dr Leonid Zaiko, Director of Analytical Centre “Strategy”, Minsk
• Natalia Zhernosek, Director State Commitee for Property, Minsk
• Alexander Gotovski, Research Institute of the Consumers Society Union, Minsk
• Dr Pavel Daneiko, Moscow Business School, Moscow
• Georgi A. Egorov, CEO, Belvneshekonombank, Minsk
• Dr Riccardo Giucci, German Economic Team in Belarus, Berlin 
• Dr Dirk Troendle, International Trade Marketing GmbH, Gundelfingen

Panel II
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¹ 11:00–11:30 am Coffee and Tea (Auditorium 342)

¹ 11:30–1:00 pm
2.2. Investments in Belarus: Chances and Boundaries 
(organised by the OSCE Office, Minsk)
Chair: Francois-Vadim de-Hartingh, Programme Manager, 
OSCE Office in Belarus, Minsk
• H.E. Ambassador Hans-Jochen Schmidt, Head of OSCE Office in Minsk
• Andrei Tur, Deputy Minister of Economics of the Republic of Belarus, 

Minsk
• Dr Yaroslav Romanchuk, Deputy Chairman of United Citizens Party/Director 

or Research Centre “Ludwig von Mises“, Minsk
• Valeri Fadeyev, Consultant of the International Financial Cooperation (IFC),

Minsk
• Maxim Kokhov – UNITER Corporation (tbc), Minsk
• Victor Strachuk, Deloitte & Touche (tbc), Minsk
• Filip Vandenbroele, Belgium, Consul honoraire (tbc), Minsk
• Olga Meyerovskaya, Office Manager, Project “7th Supporting Programme of 

Scientific-technological Development of the EU in the Republic of Belarus“, Minsk
• Oksana Bogutskaya, Research Associate, Centre for World Economy, 

Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk

¹ 1:00–2:00 pm Lunch (University cafe)

¹ 2:00–4:00 pm
2.3. Is an Energy Partnership possible? 
Perspectives for the German Economy in Belarus
Chair: Prof. Dr Margarita Balmaceda, Professor at Seton Hall University and
Harvard University, Cambridge⁄Massachusetts
• Prof. Dr Semyon Kundas, President, International Ecological State University, Minsk
• Dr Valentin Litvinov, Director of Contact Office AIF, Minsk
• Dr Kirill Koktysh, faculty member, Moscow State Institute for 

International Relations, Moscow
• Prof. Igor Voytov, Deputy Chairman of State Committee for Science and 

Technology, Minsk
• Dr Juergen Schenk, CIM, Belarusian Institute of Systems Analysis and

Information Support in the Field of Science and Technology 
of the Republic of Belarus, Minsk

4:00 pm Return to the IBB (further programme see below) 

Panel II
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PANEL III
Society: Belarusians and Germans. 
Culture of Remembrance and Perspectives of Encounter
Venue: IBB „Johannes Rau“, pr. Gazety Pravda 11, Minsk, Room A3

¹ 9:00–9:30 am Registration

¹ 9:30–11:00 am
3.1. Round Table: Remembrance and Future: Spaces of Identity Building 
in Belarus
Chair: Dr Astrid Sahm, Director of Internationale Bildungs- und Begegnungsstätte
Minsk (IBB), Minsk
• Igor Kuznetsov, Academic, Faculty for International Relations, 

Belarusian State University, Minsk
• Lyavon Volski, Musician and Lyricist, Minsk
• Valeri Karbalevich, Expert of Analysis Centre “Strategy”, Minsk
• Sergei Novikov, Professor, Minsk State Linguistic University, Minsk

¹ 11:00–11:30 am Coffee and Tea

¹ 11:30–1:00 am
3.2. Encounters of People and Regions: Exchange Programmes Germany-Belarus
Chair: Tobias Knubben, Director of the Centre for International Studies (CfIS) 
and Director of the Institute of German Studies, Minsk
• Dr Ilja Seifert, Member of the Bundestag, Die Linke Fraction, Berlin
• Susann Heinecke, Office of the Prime Minister of 

the Federal State Brandenburg, Potsdam
• Dr Irina Bugrova, Coordinator of Regional Programmes, 

Support Programme Belarus, Minsk
• Victor Misiyuk, Academic, Technical University Brest
• Dmitri Karpievich, Educational Centre “Post”, Minsk

¹ 2:00–3:00 pm Lunch

¹ 3:00–5:00 pm
3.3. Information Spaces in Belarus:  
Chairman: Andrei Dynko, Deputy Chief Editor, Nasha Niva, Minsk
• Wolfgang Dik, Head of Division, Bilateral Culture and Media Relations Russia, 

CIS, EU-Central Asia, Federal Foreign Office, Berlin
• Zhanna Litvina, Chairman, Belarusian Association of Journalists, Minsk

Panel III
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• Elfie Siegl, former Correspondent in Moscow, 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, Berlin

• Vladimir Bazan, Chief Editor, “Kurier iz Vitebska”, Vitebsk

¹ 6:00 pm Reception at the invitation of the OSCE 

Keynotes:
H.E. Ambassador Hans-Jochen Schmidt, Head of the OSCE Office in Minsk
H.E. Ambassador Marja-Liisa Kiljunen, Ambassador of the Republic of Finland,
Vilnius ⁄Minsk

¹ 9:00 pm
Minsk Forum Club “Graffiti”, pereulok Kalinina 16, Minsk
Music, Dancing, Life Music for participants of the Minsk Forum XI  

Panel III



Saturday, November 15, 2008

PLENUM

Neighbourhood and Security: Perspectives for Belarus in Europe
Venue: IBB Minsk, pr. Gazety Pravda 11, Minsk 

¹ 10:00–12:00 am
Chair: Prof Dr Rainer Lindner, Chairman of the Minsk Forum, Berlin
• Denis Sidorenko, Head of the Department for the OSCE and the European

Council at the Administration for Alleuropean Cooperation, Main
Administration for Europe, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Belarus, Minsk

• Dr Ernst Reichel, Federal Foreign Office, Head of Division, 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova, Berlin

• Michael Link, Member of the Federal Diet, FDP Fraction, 
Member of the Committee on Europe, Berlin

• Ambassador Hans-Jochen Schmidt, Head of OSCE Office in Minsk
• Yulia Belinska, Head of Policy Analysis and Prognosis Unit, EU Department, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Kiev

¹ 11:30–12:00 am Coffee Break

¹ 12:00 am Results of the Minsk Forum (press conference)

Chairs of the Panels

¹ 1:00 pm lunchtime snack

¹ 3:00 pm Excursions
• National Library
• “Geschichtswerkstatt⁄Istoricheskaya masterskaya“

Minsk Forum XI – Political Appointments (individually)

¹ 16:00 
Speech Event 
Venue: IBB Minsk, pr. Gazety Pravda 11, Minsk, Room A5
„Globalisation – German and Belarusian Perspectives 
Dr Manuela Troschke, Institute of Eastern Europe, RegensburgSa
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Organiser: Center for International Studies⁄Institute of German Studies in
collaboration with Friendship Association Mainz-Minsk (i.s.)

Closing Event

¹ 7:00 pm 
Reception at the invitation of the Organisers
Main Hall of the IBB, pros. Gaz. Pravda 11, Minsk

Keynote: 
• H.E. Ambassador Nigel Gould-Davies, Ambassador of Great Britain in Belarus,

Minsk

Cultural Program

Sunday, November 16, 2008

Departure

Updated information under: http://www.minskforum.org




