
SWP-Pressespiegel zum Minsk Forum VIII
Teil I (Stand 29.11.2005)

Charta ´97

Vice Chairman of the European Parliament Arrived to Minsk
17:05, 25/11/2005
Vice-Chairman of the European Parliament Janusz Onyszkiewicz has arrived to Minsk for
participation in the 8th Minsk forum European Neighbourhood of Germany and Belarus:
foreign policy, economy and society . Previously, as we have informed, information was
disseminated that the European parliamentarian was not allowed to enter our country. In
actual fact there was a danger that Janusz Onyszkiewicz won t be allowed to enter Belarus,
but fortunately everything ended well, and we could take part in the Minsk Forum,  the
Charter 97 press-center was informed by the assistant of Vice Chairman of the European
Parliament Wojtek Borodzicz.

Anatol Lyabedzka: Do I Deserve Life Sentence Now?
19:16, 25/11/2005
It means that after my today s speech during the German-Belarusian forum I can be given a

life sentence: two-three years here, two-three years there, and one can be placed to prison or
Valadarka  [Minsk remand prison]. What does this all show? It testifies that the Belarusian

regime has once again clearly stated what strategy of the election campaign had been chosen
by them: repressions, intimidation, power campaign. It is done consistently, at least, through
the chamber of representatives,  the leader of the United Civil Party Anatol Lyabedzka told to
the Radio Svaboda, commenting on the amendments to the Criminal Code and some other
laws, referring to the liability for actions aimed against a person and public security,
adopted in the first reading by the deputies of the so-called chamber of representatives .

Charta ´97

European countries increasingly interested in dialogue with Belarus, German
ambassador says
14:37, 28/11/2005
German Ambassador Martin Hecker stressed that Germany and other European countries
are increasingly interested in a dialogue with Belarus. While opening the eighth edition of an
annual Belarusian-German forum addressing bilateral economic and political ties in Minsk
on Thursday, the diplomat noted that European Union (EU) member states have devoted
more attention to Belarus recently, adding that Germany`s new government pledged to
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support democracy and human rights in Belarus.

Dr. Hecker noted that the bilateral forum which was organised by the German Embassy, the
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, Berlin and the German-Belarusian Society has contributed
to contacts between Belarusian and German government officials, lawmakers and
representatives of civil society. The ambassador emphasized the level of Germany`s
delegation attending the forum, which he said includes members of nearly all factions in the
Bundestag.

The diplomat expressed regret that Vladimir Konoplyov, chairman of the National
Assembly`s House of Representatives, and Foreign Minister Sergei Martynov skipped the
forum. He also regretted that Minsk was reluctant to see Janusz Onyszkiewicz, vice speaker
of the European Parliament who took part in the previous forum, attend this year`s event.
Dr. Hecker welcomed the fact that the forum is attended by officials representing Russia,
Ukraine and Poland, which he said is evidence of the countries` big interest in a dialogue with
Belarus.

The ambassador promised that the European Union would continue seeking a dialog with the
Belarusian government and legislature. The 25-nation bloc would like to become a good
neighbor for Belarus, he stressed.

Dr. Hecker expressed hope that the forum which he described as a unique opportunity for
contributing to a dialog between Belarus and its EU neighbors would take place in Minsk next
year again.
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