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Belarus-EU political forum opens with sharp polemics.
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272 words

10 November 2006

ITAR-TASS World Service

English

(c) 2006 ITAR-TASS

By Andrei Fomin

MINSK, November 9 (Itar-Tass) — An international political and economic forum that is called
upon to build bridges of understanding between Belarus and the West opened here Thursday
night with sharp polemics between officials on both sides.

This is the ninth such forum held in Minsk. It was organized by the German-Belarussian
Society, the German Fund for Science and Politics, and the German embassy in Minsk.

Vladimir Konoplyov, the speaker of the lower house of Belarussian parliament offered an acute
reaction to an opening speech by Bundestag deputy Ronald Pofalla, calling it “a black hawk’s
statement.”

Pofalla, the secretary general of Germany’s Christian Democratic Union (CDU) reiterated the list
of demands that the European Union puts forward to Belarus.

They are “to free all political prisoners, to ensure a real division of powers, to ensure the freedom
of association and freedom of traveling, and to stop repressions against the opposition.”

Pofalla also supported the EU decision to deny entry to European countries for top Belarussian
officials, as well as representatives of certain electoral commissions, law enforcement agencies,
and government-controlled mass media.

Konoplyov leveled sharp criticism at Pofalla’s position, urging the West to drop the policy of
double standards and to change over from confrontation to dialogue and contacts.

“We’ll reach in a decade the democracy that took you centuries to build, but we’ll never let
anyone teach us from the position of force,” Konoplyov said.

The Minsk forum has brought together about 300 politicians, diplomats, and business people
from many European countries.

-0-kle

Document TASS000020061109e2ba003e9

Belarus is not going to make advances to EU, foreign ministry's official says

539 words

10 November 2006

BelaPAN



10

English

Copyright 2006 BelaPAN. All Rights Reserved.

Minsk, 10 November. Belarus is not going to make advances to the European Union, said
Andrei Bushilo, acting head of the foreign ministry's European Integration Department, in his
November 10 speech at the Minsk Forum IX.

"Belarus is not going to be out for rapprochement or beseech the EU to soften its attitude and
meet us half-way," he said.

The official stressed that Belarus is ready for a long-term dialogue on the basis of equality,
which he said would meet strategic good-neighborly relations between Belarus and the EU.

Mr. Bushilo noted that the EU's assessment of the situation in Belarus is always negative and is
"fuelled by arguments regarding the nature of elections in the country."

"The EU is reluctant to soften its stance, does not remove from the agenda a number of
preliminary conditions set for the Belarusian authorities," he said. "Moreover, the EU
unilaterally imposed restrictive measures against Belarus, which had no fair grounds behind
them." According to him, the EU's sanctions against Belarus did not come as a surprise to
Minsk. "These unfriendly steps had been easily predictable considering the EU's obviously
predetermined attitude toward elections," he said, adding that those steps minimized the
opportunity to establish pragmatic relations between Belarus and the bloc.

Mr. Bushilo stressed that Belarus would determine its foreign policy by itself irrespective of
external pressures. "The EU erroneously believes that it is possible to get something out of
Belarus, using the language of pressure and threats," he said. However, he noted that given its
economic bottom line, Belarus cannot let itself be a closed or isolated state, as it exports 75
percent of its GDP and 80 percent of its industrial output. Mr. Bushilo stressed that a rise in trade
and economic relations with the EU started in 1997, the year when the EU decided to restrict
political contacts with Belarus. Belarus-EU trade in the first eight months of 2006 amounted to
more than $9 billion, according to him.

Mr. Bushilo suggested that political differences between the EU and Belarus should not impede
business relations. "I consider it inappropriate to use the lever of economic pressure to attain
political objectives," he said. "If Belarus is removed from the Generalized System of
Preferences, not only the interests of Belarusian manufacturers but also the European consumers
of our products will be affected."

Mr. Bushilo asserted that Belarus is an exemplary neighbor of the European Union, as it
successfully deals with problems and challenges that are common to Europe and makes a
considerable contribution to stability in the region, ensuring reliable flows of goods, services and
energy resources to the EU through its territory, and efficiently combating drug and human
trafficking and illegal migration. "The security of common Europeans would only benefit from
fruitful and maximally close cooperation between the EU and Belarus at the level of border,
customs and police agencies," Mr. Bushilo said.

"The time has come to abandon archaic dogmas and stereotypes and start a new page," he noted.
"Let's proceed from life, not putting up artificial barriers to dialogue between the governments
and peoples of our countries."

Document BELAEN0020061110e2ba000rv
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Belarus is "country of paradoxes," Harvard University professor says

198 words

11 November 2006

BelaPAN

English

Copyright 2006 BelaPAN. All Rights Reserved.

Minsk, 11 November. A professor at Harvard University described Belarus as a "country of
paradoxes, at least in the energy sphere."

While speaking at an international forum in Minsk on Friday, Margarita Balmaceda noted that
Belarus and Russia have the same per capita rates of petroleum product export.

Apart from this, she added, Belarus is not a large sugar producer but "exports a great amount of
sugar in fact."

According to the economist, Belarus has found itself in a unique situation, as it "buys petroleum
products at a price lower than the world rate and sells them at a price nearly twice as high." At
the same time, she said, Belarus "has contracted Dutch disease," with the rubel's rising exchange
rate having a negative impact on the manufacturing sector.

Dr. Balmaceda warned that while world oil prices are unlikely to go higher, Russia's domestic oil
and gas prices will continue increasing, leading to a drop in Belarus' revenues.

Minsk has already missed many opportunities for reforming the economy and may face a rough
time if the situation regarding energy resources supplies takes an unwelcome turn, she noted.

Document BELAEN0020061111e2bb00001
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Belarus would like EU to conduct active, constructive policies toward neighbors, official
says

310 words

12 November 2006

BelaPAN

English

Copyright 2006 BelaPAN. All Rights Reserved.

Minsk, 12 November. Belarus is interested in a dynamically developing European Union (EU)
that would conduct active and constructive policies toward its neighbors, a representative of the
Belarusian foreign ministry said at a Belarusian-German forum in Minsk on November 11.

"It is not to our interest to have our neighbor focused on the endless discussion of internal
problems and differences, losing the time that could be used for constructive cooperation,"
Dmitry Mironchik, an advisor with the ministry's Department for Foreign Policy Analysis, said
at The Minsk Forum IX "Belarus - Neighborhood and Transit in Europe: Foreign Policy,
Economy and Society."

The official noted that Minsk pins big hopes on Germany taking over the EU presidency in 2007.
"Germany has such an economic weight, such resources of political clout and a reputation of
European integration driving force that no other EU member state has," he stressed, adding that
Minsk views Germany as a priority partner in the West.

"We hope that Germany will live up to Belarusian society's traditionally positive stereotype that
the German people is inclined to have balanced logic, rationality, orderliness and pragmatism,"
he went on to say.

Mr. Mironchik urged the 25-nation bloc to "drop cliches" while assessing the situation in
Belarus. "Belarus is not Europe's dependent. We are a highly responsible partner, which
successfully secures common European transit and holds back transborder threats, protects the
region's environment, holds a constructive stance on issues of disarmament and regional
security," he said.

The official noted that the EU was not satisfied with the results of Belarus' 2006 presidential
election. "But this is the choice of a majority of Belarusians. Both Germany and the EU have to
realize that they cannot afford erasing another five years from the history of constructive
cooperation."

Document BELAEN0020061112e2bc00001
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